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The 2007 Australian Music Prize Short List Announce d
Diversity Rules The Day!!!

In what is increasingly becoming the nation’s most coveted music accolade, Prize
Director Scott Murphy is proud to announce the artists who have made the Short List for
The 2007 Australian Music Prize. These artists will be in the running for the $25,000
cash prize as donated by PPCA (Phonographic Performance Company of Australia).
When the prize-winner is announced on Thursday March 13", one of these acts will join
The Drones and Augie March and make Amp history.

As a testament to the volume of quality Australian music released in 2007, just under
190 entries were processed. This is the biggest number of submissions since the prize
inception in 2005. This increase in entries also made for a robust debate amongst the 22
judges, resulting in an increase of short list artists from 9 (for the 2006 prize) to 10. The
group of artists reflects the diversity of the Australian music landscape — from hip-hop
and garage rock to acoustic based singer / songwriting.

Of the increase in Short List artists Scott Murphy, Prize Director of The Amp 2007
says: “Will we end up with 15 short listed artists in for The Amp 20127 | think not! The
increase from 8 to 9 and now 10 is simply a reflection of the quantity of high quality
releases in 2007... The judges were asked for 8 short listed titles but this year they told
me that would have meant cutting out 2 artists - from a huge leg-up for their career.
That's not what we're about”.

Now, without further ado, we proudly announce the following 10 artists who have been
short-listed for The 2007 Australian Music Prize.

Artists Short Listed for The 2007 Australian Music Prize

New Buffalo Somewhere, Anywhere

Perry Keyes Last Ghost Train Home
Midnight Juggernauts Dystopia

Lisa Miller Morning In The Bowl Of Night
Devastations Yes, U

Architecture In Helsinki Places Like This

Dardanelles Mirror Mirror

The Mess Hall Devils Elbow

Urthboy The Signal

bluejuice Problems



Making her first appearance in The Amp short list is Sally Seltmann’s NEW BUFFALO.
‘Somewhere, anywhere’ is the follow up album to New Buffalo’s acclaimed 2004 debut
‘The Last Beautiful Day’ and it has captured the imaginations of the Amp judges.
Featuring guest vocals from Beth Orton, and drums from Dirty Three’'s Jim White, the
album has enchanted both fans and critics alike. With a theme that is all about
opposites, NEW BUFFALO has created songs that are shadowy, exposing, beautiful
and honest.

The trick to great song writing is to make times and places resonate in the hearts of
people who've never been there or done that. The gift of Sydney singer / songwriter
PERRY KEYES is that he achieves this brilliantly with his heartbreaking ballads and
gritty rock. On the short listed ‘The Last Ghost Train Home’ , Keyes confirms his status
as one of Australia's finest singer-songwriters with a set of gloriously observed and
constructed songs. The writing on “The Last Ghost Train Home’, as with his previous
album Meter, is inspired, with lyrics so acutely observed they come roaring to life.
PERRY KEYES could well be the best troubadour you've never heard of... but not for
long.

With two critically acclaimed EPs already in their canon of work, ‘Dystopia’ the debut
album by fiercely independent act MIDNIGHT JUGGERNAUTS has been short listed for
The Australian Music Prize. Throughout its 13 tracks ‘Dystopia’ is the sound of a band
exploring time and space. The relentless stomp of techno-meets-disco singles 'Road To
Recovery', 'Shadows' and '45 And Rising' have already scored the band airplay on Triple
J and independent radio Australia wide, while further into the stratosphere they've found
themselves pounced on by BBC1 and MTV2 UK/Europe, the latter marking them as
"artists we're tipping for the top in 2007".

"I've always been fascinated with language, in particular the quest to find the greatest
meaning in the fewest words. ...1 like to tell the truth in disguise.” So said LISA MILLER
whose album ‘Morning in the Bowl of Night' is short listed for The 2007 Australian

Music Prize . Lisa Miller is consistently acclaimed by critics and fans alike throughout
Australia as a sublime songwriter, possessed of a blue-eyed, broken-hearted voice,
which is utterly distinctive. Her songs are at once perceptive and evocative, desperately
sad and hopeful, spare and substantial and the tracks from ‘Morning in the Bowl of Night’
are no exception. Miller has never been the sort of songwriter to gatecrash your life, but
once invited in, her songs will stay with you, as long as you want them to.

Another act making its second appearance on The Amp short list is DEVASTATIONS
with their third album ‘Yes, U'. Formed in Melbourne in 2002 but now citizens of the
world, Devastations are notable for the strong presence of not one but two main
songwriters, Tom Carlyon (guitar, vocals), and Conrad Standish (bass, vocals). The
band that greets us on ‘Yes, U’ have sloughed off their previous history, and landed
upon a path to the future. With electrified rhythms, the songs are muggy with sweat. At
heart, ‘Yes, U’ features enough musical ideas to kindle the fires of the mind.

Times are manic in the best possible way in ARCHITECTURE IN HELSINKI’s universe
at the moment. They received an ARIA Single of the Year nomination for ‘Heart it Races’
and now we can confirm that ‘Places Like This’ has been short-listed for The 2007
Australian Music Prize . This, the third full-length outing for the six-piece outfit that
began its life in Melbourne, is as effervescent and intoxicating as pop music gets. With
beautifully infectious songs that induce a spring in the step, they remind you that music
can be fun and all the better for it.

Rising from the dark corners of Melbourne and positioning themselves firmly in the
spotlight via their highly acclaimed self-titted EP, DARDANELLES emerged as one of
2006’s most promising acts. Now with the release of their debut album ‘Mirror Mirror’
Dardanelles make good on the promise and have been short listed for The 2007
Australian Music Prize . A panoramic sound scape of unexpected hooks, hypnotic
grooves, soaring vocals, and filmic noise, ‘Mirror Mirror’ is a mix of maturity and mischief,



juggling shoe-gazing guitars, hip-hop drum programming, Detroit-tech piano and one-
man choirs. The accolades have been pouring in for some time, including being featured
by iTunes as a “band to watch in 2007” and selected for Triple Js ‘Next Crop’ in 2006.

Sydney based two-man band THE MESS HALL make an appearance with ‘Devils
Elbow’, the follow-up to 2005’s Australian Music Prize short-listed ‘Notes From A
Ceiling’. Produced by Burke Reid (Gerling), singer / guitarist Jed Kurzel and drummer
Cec Condon have expanded their musical palette to forge a phenomenal, stomping,
snarling epic. Of the album, the Sydney Morning Herald said, “The broad reach of this
LP will startle anyone...Devils Elbow is a hefty emotional and musical purge”. The
accolades don’t stop there for this duo who continue to prove that sometimes less is
more.

Joining The Australian Music Prize  short list for 2007 is URTHBOY with his debut solo
album ‘The Signal’ . Starting out as an MC in the late 90s, with the live hip-hop group
Explanetary, he quickly became involved with the fledgling Elefant Traks label and has
been a consistent driving force in various areas of the hip hop scene in Australia ever
since. His debut solo album ‘The Signal' which features the infectious hit ‘We Get
Around’ showcases URTHBOY'S awesome MC skills and some quality song writing to
boot. A former member of Hermitude and co-front man of one of Australia’s foremost hip-
hop crews, The Herd, URTHBOY has proved he can fly solo too.

The enigmatic bluejuice have made The 2007 Australian Music Prize  short list for their
debut album ‘Problems’. Sporting a party-oriented mix of rock, hip hop, electro and
dance, the Sydney group is in its element making people dance in an unselfconscious
way at sweaty club gigs and outdoor festivals (recall the video for the first single ‘Vitriol’
which has them forming a cult and performing to a bemused Pitt St Mall crowd).
Producer Jim Masheder likened the band’s sound to “Lil’ Jon playing in a rock band”,
and that's certainly an accurate representation of the more belligerent tracks on
“Problems”. Refreshingly different, bluejuice are all down-tempo hip hop, ska-tinged pop
and pounding disco, all laced with the band’s winningly tongue-in-cheek attitude.

The winner of the third annual Australian Music Prize will not be determined until
Thursday March 13th — the day of the announcement event in Sydney. On this day, all
22 judges will gather as a group, to listen and discuss the Short Listed titles and
determine a winner for immediate announcement.

One of these 10 artists is also in the running to receive the Red Bull Award - In
Recognition of Outstanding Potential. The award acknowledges an artist from the Short
List that The Amp considers to have a big, bright future in music both here and overseas.
The recipient of the Red Bull Award will be announced in early March and will receive
$15,000 of career-building support.

And for those who wish to have a say in The Australian Music Prize , stay tuned for

information on the myspace public vote where you get to decide to exercise your
musical democracy!

Artists Short Listed for the 2007 Australian Music Prize

New Buffalo Somewhere, Anywhere
http://www.myspace.com/newbuffalomusic

Perry Keyes Last Ghost Train Home
http://perrykeyes.com

Midnight Juggernauts Dystopia

http://www.myspace.com/midnightjuggernauts



Lisa Miller Morning In The Bowl Of Night
http://www.myspace.com/lisamillersongs

Devastations Yes, U
www.myspace.com/devastations

Architecture In Helsinki Places Like This
www.myspace.com/aihmusic

Dardanelles Mirror Mirror
www.myspace.com/dardanelles

The Mess Hall Devils Elbow
www.themesshall.com.au

Urthboy The Signal
www.urthboy.com/

bluejuice Problems

www.myspace.com/bluejuice

The Amp 2007 Key Dates:

The Amp 2007 Red Bull Award announcement — Sunday March 8th

The Amp 2007 Myspace Public Vote announcement — Sunday March 8th
The Amp 2007 Winner's announcement — Thurs March 13"
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For all media enquiries please contact:

Dave Gagliardi - 0413 594 254 / dave @anewentity.com

www.australianmusicprize.com.au WwWw.ppca.com.au

Patrons of The Amp 2007 :

Bill Cullen, Colin Daniels, Damian Trotter, John O’Donnell, Keith Welsh, Michael Chugg, Nadya
Balzarolo, Paul Mac, Philip Mortlock and Sebastian Chase
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About PPCA

Is your music receiving airplay? Then you should b e registered with PPCA.

If you are an Australian recording artist whose music is being broadcast or you hold the copyright in recordings that are
receiving airplay, then you may be able to share in licence fees collected by PPCA.

Never heard of us?

PPCA is a national, non-profit organisation that represents the interests of Australian recording artists and record labels.
We issue blanket licences for the broadcast, communication and public performance of sound recordings and music
videos. We currently license over 47,000 businesses Australia-wide, including clubs, hotels, bars, restaurants, fithess
centres, cafes, shops, halls and dance studios, as well as radio and television stations. Each year, PPCA distributes the
licence income collected, less administration expenses, to registered Australian recording artists and sound recording
copyright owners (usually record labels).

Remember there at least two copyrights in each sound recording or music video. So every time a recording is played in
public, there are two licence fees to be paid - one goes to APRA which passes the money on to the person or people who
composed the work. The other goes to PPCA which passes the money onto the sound recording copyright owner (usually
the record label) and featured Australian performers registered under PPCA's Artist Direct Distribution Scheme.

If you are both the songwriter and featured Australian performer on a recording, then you can register with both APRA
and PPCA. To register or obtain more information about PPCA go to the PPCA website, www.ppca.com.au or contact
our Distribution team on 02 8569 1133 or email distribution.mail@ppca.com.au.

Please note: It's essential that you register with PPCA to be eligible for the Artist Direct Distribution Scheme or to
authorise PPCA to exercise the above rights on your behalf, so contact PPCA now.




