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The Australian Music Prize returns in 2008 with $30,000 cash prize

THE AUSTRALIAN Music Prize (The Amp) returns in 2008 to encourage, reward and
promote Australian music of excellence.

Now in its fourth year, The Amp is calling for all Australian artists across every musical
genre to submit original album-length works (released in 2008) to go into the running to win
the cash prize, which this year has increased to $30,000.

Prize Director of The Amp 2008, Tracey Grimson, says: “The Amp is thrilled to offer an
increased cash prize to its winner this year, thanks to the ongoing support of one of our
principal partners, PPCA. PPCA has been with us since the word go. It's a happy marriage
and we’re grateful for their continued support.”

Stephen Peach, Chief Executive of PPCA, says all Australian artists can benefit by
becoming a PPCA member: “PPCA collects licence fees from commercial users of recorded
music like radio, TV, retail stores, bars and nightclubs. We then distribute the net income
we've collected direct to registered Australian artists and to their record labels.”

He adds that PPCA, which is a non-profit organisation, shares The Amp’s commitment to the
promotion of Australian recordings: “We’re delighted to be continuing our partnership with
The Amp in 2008.”

Last year’s winner of the Australian Music Prize was the Mess Hall, awarded the esteemed
prize for the album Devils Elbow.

The prize money has been a “blessing”, according to the band.

“We’ve used the bulk of it on touring and we've also gotten ourselves a permanent space
where we can record and rehearse,” says the band’s drummer Cec Condon. “It’'s enabled us
to have a bit of financial breathing space before we start the recording process again.”

But The Amp is not only about the prize money.

In the short years since its birth, The Amp has become Australia’s most prestigious music
award, renowned for its objectivity and its integrity.

Like the UK’s Mercury Music Prize, The Amp is intended to encourage excellence and to
attract the broadest spectrum of entrants.

“Every Australian artist who released an original album in 2008 should enter the Australian
Music Prize,” says Tracey Grimson. “The judging panel is comprised of some of the best



sets of ears in the country — whether artists, music media or retailers. These judges are huge
music fans who are open to listening to every style of music. And they’re unbiased in their
approach to judging the award.”

The winner and finalists (known as the Shortlist) will share in widespread media and retail
exposure thanks to their association with The Amp 2008. And along with the Australian
Music Prize itself, The Amp also awards an encouragement prize (supported by Red Bull),
as well as including a public vote component. More details of the Red Bull Prize will be
announced very soon, along with a couple of exciting developments which will make The
Amp 2008 the biggest and best yet.

Artists intending to enter should note there is an early bird entry fee of only $55 applicable
from 1% to 31° October. Entries received after that date will attract a $95 fee. Final entries
close on 21% November 2008, no exceptions. To enter go to
www.australianmusicprize.com.au from 1% October.
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PATRONS 2008
Nadya Balzarolo, Sebastian Chase, Michael Chugg, Bill Cullen, Colin Daniels, Chris
Johnston, Philip Mortlock, John O’Donnell, Damian Trotter and Keith Welsh.




